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Don't take the fence down
SERIES: THE FACE OF EVIL
   The year was 1945, as the war in Europe raged on with the American’s and British closing in on the Third Reich in Berlin from the West, the Russians from the East. There was a young man at the age of 20, by the name of Andre Stomas, a Hungarian refugee who was captured and imprisoned by the Russians for 55 years, from the year of 1945 through the year of 2000. 
   Now after being beaten, starved, tortured and left in solitary confinement year after year, the Russian Government decided to loosen their grip and release several prisoners. However, Andre Stomas didn’t act and look quite right. He spoke a language that sounded like gibberish, he stared straight ahead into space and his mind seemed clouded. So the authorizes called for a Hungarian Psychiatrist to examine him. 

   After the examination by the Doctor, he said there was nothing wrong with Andre, he speaks a Hungarian dialect, he’s malnourished and you Russians messed his mind up. The Doctor said if you give him to us we can make him well. Now at the age of 75, after 55 years of imprisonment, the papers were finally being signed for his release as he was rolled out in a wheelchair.        

If you haven’t heard this story before, it may come as bit of a shock or surprise to you. 

   As he was pushed down the hall in his wheelchair, he made his first request: you would never guess what he ask for in your lifetime. 

He turned to the Doctor and ask: “Can I see a mirror, for I haven’t seen a mirror for 55 years.” As they handed him a mirror, he placed it in front of his face for just a fraction of a moment, then placed that mirror down, placed his hands over his face a sobbed uncontrollability. 
   The last time he saw his face he was strong, robust, motivated and politically driven and looking for a better world at the age of twenty. Now he was worn down, broken, beaten, battered and taken to be in-sane, now at the age of 75. For over a half of a century there was no glimpse of what his countenance really looked like.

How would you and I withstand something like this? For we wake every morning and go through our ablue-shuns putting on all the forms of disfigurement and start looking like what we wish we did, but really don’t. 

For you see, we do this routinely because it is part of who we are and our culture expects it, or at least tidy ourselves up a bit in the best possible way to look presentable. 

   So I ask this question: Ladies and gentlemen, what does a real mirror say to your real face?                                                                                       Is there a real mirror for the soul?                                                                       Is there something that you and I can know of what the soul was intended to look like?

At first glance the answer is not as easy as one might think. For if you and I are totally fulfilled on our journey with God as a Christian, then why do so many get off on the main track and get on the beaten path of stolen waters, why do they become involved in things that destroy them and ultimately rob them of what God had intended for them to look like? 

So here is the question: is it possible to walk closely with God and be totally fulfilled in your life? 
You can be sure what the famed writer G.K. Chesterton said is true:                     "Don't take a fence down until you know why it was put up in the first place."
As we have studied Daniel, he draws the line and he knows not to take any fences down and why they are there.  Daniel 1: ff 

 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in Babylonia[a] and put in the treasure house of his god.
3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring into the king’s service some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility— 4 young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians.[b] 5 The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table. They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king’s service.
6 Among those who were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 7 The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego.
8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. 

Now move to last two verses in this chapter: 

19 The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. 20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.
  The story here is very simple: God sent them as missionary’s and the hosts were going to reprogram them! That is the story. 
King Nebuchadnezzar was a sharp man, but he had one fatal flaw, was he had an exalted view of himself. He wanted the self aggrandizement that was offered to him. 

Nebuchadnezzar was indoctrinating these young men in the literature of the land, philosophy in the form of argument and the language of the culture: new men, new birth according to Babylonian culture. 

In 1962 America said to God officially: we didn’t need You anymore!
It was that year a small short prayer that was the center of a great deal of controversy and turmoil. 
Permit me to read it. It says, "Almighty God, we acknowledge our dependence upon Thee, and we beg Thy blessings upon us, our parents, our teachers, and our country." 

On June 25, 1962 in the case, Engel vs. Vitale, the courts declared that prayer to be unconstitutional. 

Despite the fact that our own Declaration of Independence acknowledges God four separate times. But based on that decision the courts removed prayer from our schools. Here we are today, people ponder what happened!

Hosea 8:7 says, "They sow the wind, they reap the whirlwind.”
My, what we have reaped from the sowing of that decision in 1962?
In 1776 the great patriot Thomas Paine, wrote the following words about freedom: 
“What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly; 
’tis dearness only that gives everything its value. 
Heaven knows how to put a proper price upon its goods; and it would be strange indeed, if so celestial an article as Freedom should not be highly rated.”
Once upon a time in this country, America asked for God’s blessing upon: 
Youth, 
Families, 
Education 
and our Nation. But now that has changed. 
Andrew Fletcher, the Scottish political activist (1655-1716), said, “let me write the songs of a nation—I don’t care who writes its laws.”  
  Literature, poetry and music will often shape a culture much more than Laws of the land, or anything else will. Artists express the (ethics) and (passions) of a culture without having to be academically precise.

The “Moody Blues” express it this way.  “Why do we never get an answer when we're knocking at the door with a thousand million questions about hate and death and war?  ‘Cos when we stop and look around us, there is nothing that we need, in a world of persecution that is burning in its greed.  Why do we never get an answer when we're knocking at the door?”  

What is shaping the appetite of this culture today? William Blake said:  

“This life's dim windows of the soul
Distorts the heavens from pole to pole
And leads you to believe a lie
When you see with, not through, the eye.” 

  You are intended to see through the eye with a conscious, however this culture is changing you to believe to see things with the eye devoid of a                 conscious. 
This life's dim windows of the soul distorts the heavens from pole to pole, when the imagination is assaulted from the back door, disregarding the front door of reason, it gets you to process ideas in where your imagination can run wild, rather than where reason can be the gate keeper and protect you from err-rash-atonality! That is exactly what this culture is all about! 

The problem of evil and suffering in this life is the corruptness of the mind, it is the battle for the mind. Evil has its tentacles into metaphysics (the source of evil), physics (the facts of evil), and morality (the why of evil).          

The purpose of life:  C.S. Lewis says every ship deals with three questions:                                                                                                               1. How to keep from sinking?  (personal ethics)                                                                2. How to keep from bumping into other ships?  (social ethics)                                             3. Why is it out in the ocean in the first place?  (essential ethics)                            So it is also true with life.  
Dt. 5:29 says, "Oh that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my commands so that it might go well with them and their children forever."
1 Sam. 12:15 says if you do not obey the Lord, and if you rebel against his commands, his hand will be against you.
Ladies and Gentlemen, it is the wisdom and Word of God that will ultimately direct your path through life. It will be the light unto your feet and a lamp unto your path. If you want to walk through life with wisdom: I suggest you do two things:                                                                                                         1. Stay with the Word                                                                                   2. Find a Christian who has endured a lot and their faith has remained            in-tacked and unshaken.

Mankind thinks he so brilliant today, there was a time when we used to wonder if there was a difference between an animal and a human being.    

You no doubt have heard the joke of the little boy who went to his mother and ask: daddy said we came from apes, but you tell us that we are really created in the image of God, what am I to believe, she said son, dad can only tell you about his side of the family, I can only tell you about my side of the family.  

The accumulative wisdom of our culture is unable to meet the daunting challenges of our time. This line of divorced wisdom runs from our house clear through the white house. Many of you here are struggling with difficult judgments of life, health, finances, children, ageing parents and a host of other areas. However, our society is so void of wisdom.

Remember what William Blake the 19th century writer and poet said:  

“This life's dim windows of the soul
Distorts the heavens from pole to pole
And leads you to believe a lie
When you see with, not through, the eye.” 

Daniel understood this concept and drew the line of resistance and moved to wisdom. I encourage you to do the same! 
